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My clock radio turns on, and I hear the voice of the radio DJ telling me 
it’s 6 am. He also reminds me to “WAKE UP” if I haven’t already. I 
lie there for a few moments as he goes on to tell me what happened 
overnight in Myrtle Beach and that it’s going to be 75 degrees and 

mostly sunny today. I smile. 
	 I find the energy to get  out of bed.  I let my 6-month-old Lab outside, put 
the coffee on and head to the shower to get ready for work. After I blow dry my 
hair, I do my makeup and try to figure out what I’m going to wear to work. This is 
where my day deviates from the traditional woman’s work day. I’m not searching 
for a dress or a pair of slacks to wear to the office, or a uniform designed for retail 
or restaurant work… instead a pair of khakis and a T-shirt. The khakis are scarred 
with black roof tar and frayed at the bottom. The T-shirt is a run of the mill one 
you can find at most stores. I get dressed, slip on socks and a pair of sneakers, 
and I’m set for work.  What does my work entail? I install solar energy equipment 
of the new green revolution. I climb ladders, work with tools, crawl in attics 
and in “crawl spaces” under homes, pull wire, make connections, install invert-
ers, and most days I’m on a 45-foot-tall roof with a securely fastened harness, of 
course. 
	 I love my job, don’t get me wrong. It took me a LONG time to decide what 
I wanted to do forever. I’ve been working since I was 16 and that was, eh-hem, 
14 years ago. I’ve had all kinds of jobs. I started out like most women my age: I 
graduated high school and all I knew I wanted to be was a mom. I dated my high 
school sweetheart until my early 20s and had my entire life planned out, when 
life sent me that lovely curve ball we all know as a break up. After that, I knew I 
had to be in a position to take care of myself. I started college, but I changed my 
major enough times that my adviser knew me by my first name and would ask: 
“So, what do you want to be this month?” I worked retail, restaurants, did child 
care, office work, customer service, management and other indoor jobs… You get 
the idea. My office jobs left me bored and very aware that I’m happiest when I 
can be busy and physically active. My other jobs just didn’t fulfill me. I couldn’t 
make enough money to take care of myself, let alone be able to have the family 
I’ve always wanted. And I didn’t feel like I was making a difference in the world 
(which is super important to me). 
	 I grew up in a shore town in New Jersey. My mother is a postal worker. 
My father is an electrician. And I have an older brother. As a little girl, I always 
wanted to be involved in everything. If my dad went on a job, I’d go with him, 
taking in as much information as I could. I would ask 101 questions, and my fa-
ther would answer every question I threw at him with ease. My mother would get 
understandably frustrated with me when she would find that I had taken apart the 
house phone or stereo or VCR just to see how everything worked. But I would al-
ways put everything I took apart back together exactly the same way I found it. At 
18, my brother was offered a job working at the construction company my father 
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The Long Bay Symphony guiLd preSenTS:

Fiddler on the green Viii
Saturday, June 12, 2010 • 8:00 am

indigo creek goLF cLuB
$50 per player includes: breakfast, green and cart fees, 
lunch, buy one get one free coupon for a Long Bay Symphony 
concert. Great prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places, closest to 
pin, long drive men and women.

Proceeds benefit The Long Bay Symphony    
and The Toby Evans Youth Orchestra    
Scholarship Fund.

COnTaCT: Sara MCGraiL aT 843-446-4169 Or SMCGraiL@SCCOaST.nET
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HOLE in OnE SPOnSOrS

1.	 Is it recycled
	 or made from
	 sustainable
	 materials?

2.	Is it resource
	 saving?

3.	Is it vintage or
	 pre-owned?

Asking these
questions before you
buy can help you 
make a green choice.

THINK
BEFORE YOU BUY:

had worked for, for 15 years. While he 
was making great money, I was mak-
ing minimum wage at our local video 
store. I would get so frustrated because 
I wanted the opportunity to prove that I 
could do that job, too. I could outper-
form some of those men and make the 
kind of income that could bring me the 
security I always wanted. My point is 
that I come from a very traditional fam-
ily, but I was never the traditional girl. 
Women just don’t do manual labor (at 
least not in my family). I had grown up 
watching all my cousins marry fairly 
young and start a family right away. I 
had wanted that, too, but life had other 
plans for me.
	 At 28, I was finally given the op-
portunity to work in the construction/
installation field. My father branched 
out with his business partner and start-
ed Solar Plus Energy Pros. I felt as if it 
were the perfect fit for me, and I was 
right. I have the wonderfully blessed 
life of being able to work outside and 
make a good living. I never get bored. I 
get to work with different people every 
day. Most importantly, I’m making a 
difference for our environment. I get 
dirty some days and sweaty every day, 
but I wouldn’t change it for anything.  
People ask me if I still want to get 
married and have children. My defini-
tive answer is “Yes.” It’ll just be a bit 
later. Now I have a job I love, make 
the money I thought I never would, 
and I’m taking steps so when I do meet 
the man who will be my partner, I’ll be 
prepared. I don’t think of life as some-
thing that needs to be planned out. 
Everything I’ve gone through, all the 
places I’ve been, the best moments are 
the ones that just happened. I’m happy, 
and I truly couldn’t ask for more.

Mellissa Holman works for Solar Plus 
Energy Pros in Murrells Inlet. For more 
info, contact Dan Evans at Solar Plus 
Energy Pros, 843-446-0978, or visit So-
larPlusEnergyPros.com. See ad page 2.
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